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advanced positions he had wrested from the Reds three
days before. The next morning the Reds, still in great
numbers, endeavoured to renew their attack They met
with such a terrific barrage of machine-gun fire that
nearly everywhere they turned and fled. At many points
the Nationalist command, following a plan hurriedly
prepared by the staff during the night, attacked in their
turn so as to rectify the line and hold a series of strong
points which would render any future Red attacks easy
to repel. It was the I3th of March. The Red countei-
attacks had finally failed. But it had also to be said that
the Nationalist offensive had been brought to a standstill
without having accomplished its basic objective, which was
to force General Miaja to evacuate Madrid and to retreat
towards Valencia. It had failed at a moment when
Nationalist hopes were very high, and the corresponding
gloom which followed was very depressing
A deal of nonsense has been spoken and written about
the Italian failure on the Guadalajara and also later on
another alleged failure at Bermeo during the Bilbao
offensive. I can write with impartiality about both, and
I have to confess that I have been scandalised at the
accounts current in Great Britain, which it is difficult to
atrribute to anything but deliberate intention to create
friction between Great Britain and Italy by a series of
calculated falsehoods. What happened at Guadalajara
was that the main Italian column had pushed forward at
very great speed, possibly too fast. On the third day of
the attack some of the advanced units were almost within
sight of the city of Guadalajara itself. One company with
two tanks had passed Torija, leaving that village to be
captured by the main body and had reached the plateau
overlooking the Cuenca road. It had hoped to find troops
266

